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Welcome to the Teachers’ Genetics Network (TGN) newsletter from the Wales Gene Park. The TGN allows teachers 

across Wales, and those from bordering counties in England, to access a range of expertise from within the Wales 

Gene Park, to access teaching resources on genetics and be informed of the latest events from the Gene Park. 
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Website of the term 
This autumn we have a blog to share with you! “Bringing life into biology lessons: using the fruit fly Drosophila 
as a powerful modern teaching tool” has been developed by Professor Andreas Prokop at the Manchester 
Fly Facility, one of the speakers at our schools’ genetics roadshows.  
 

It is a teaching tool not only for classical genetics, but for many 

curriculum-relevant areas of biology, providing unique access to 

informative, inspiring and memorable classroom experiments. The 

droso4schools project provides freely available sample lessons with 

adjunct materials (e.g. teacher notes, risk assessments, homework tasks, 

exercises, experiment instructions), and a dedicated website providing 

many helpful online resources. 

Wales Gene Park on Twitter!  

      @WalesGenePark 

 

Get all the latest information from 

the Wales Gene Park or tweet us 

with your news — we’d love to hear 

from you!  

Schools’ screening and talk: Jurassic World 

For the first time, the Wales Gene 

Park is taking part in the Into Film 
festival for schools and young 

people across the UK!  

Schools are invited to join us for 
a free screening of Jurassic World 
(cer t if icate 12A) on Fr iday 
6th November, 10:00 – 13:30, 
in Lecture Theatre 1, University 

Hospital of Wales, Heath, Cardiff. The event is aimed at pupils in Years 8 & 9, but if your school 
would like to bring pupils from a different year group please contact non.stevens@intofilm.org 
to discuss this further.  
 
Following the screening, we are delighted to be joined 
by scientist, wildlife expert and TV and radio 
broadcaster Dr Rhys Jones from Cardiff University! His 
BBC television career includes ‘Rhys to the Rescue’, Chris 
Packham’s ‘Nature’s Calendar’ and Sir David 

Attenborough’s ‘Saving Planet Earth’, and he can 
currently be seen on our TV screens presenting the third 
series of Rhys Jones’s Wildlife Patrol on BBC One. Rhys 
will lead an interactive session with the students, 
discussing the topics covered in the film and asking the 
question Just because it might be possible to genetically engineer a dinosaur, should we do it?  
 
Join us for what promises to be an exciting and thought-provoking day! To find out more about 
this event and book a place go to the Into Film or the Wales Gene Park website.  
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Win a copy of  “50 genetics ideas you really need to know” 

We’re always interested in hearing from you and would like 

your recommendations on resources, websites, 

future sessions for students, CPD courses, topics for 

public talks or suggestions for newsletter features. 

The winning contribution will receive a free book!  

 

To submit your contribution, please email: 

walesgenepark@cardiff.ac.uk 

Genetics in the news 
Our knack for remembering faces is a highly evolved skill 

Are you good at picking someone out of a 
crowd? Most of us are better at recognising 
faces than distinguishing between other 
similar objects, so it’s long been suspected 
there’s something mysterious about the way 
the brain processes a face. As reported in 
New Scientist, further evidence has emerged 
that this is a special, highly evolved skill.  

 
A study of twins suggests there are genes influencing face recognition 
abilities that are distinct from the ones affecting intelligence. Researchers 
tested more than 900 sets of UK twins on their face recognition skills. The 
ability turned out to be highly heritable, with identical twins having more 
similar abilities than fraternal ones. The same went for intelligence, which 
had earlier been tested as part of a long-running study. However, there 
was little relationship between face recognition abilities and intelligence: 
in other words you could be clever but bad with faces, or vice versa. 
Comparing individuals against their twin suggested that only 10 per cent 
of the heritability of face recognition was down to genes that also 
influenced intelligence.  

The next newsletter will be available in Spring 2016 

Wales Gene Park free public event: 2nd December 2015 

Hadyn Ellis Building, Cardiff University 

Bowel cancer is the third most common cancer in Wales. To find out 

more about it, join us to hear experts talk on current research and 

clinical findings. Learn how bowel cancer can sometimes be genetic 

and run in families, and hear a personal story from someone affected 

by bowel cancer. There will also be an opportunity for questions with 

our experts. This event is free of charge but you must register to attend 

at Eventbrite: http://ow.ly/T9Uni ALL WELCOME! 

Schools’ Genetics Roadshow: it’s not too late to book! 
 

With the hectic start to the new school year if you haven’t  
booked your free genetics roadshow yet there is still time to 
arrange one! Each roadshow, aimed at year12/13 biology 
students, has genetics experts talking on the latest advances in 
their specialist area. Topics include genetic testing, stem cells, 
inherited conditions, personalised medicine, and forensic science.  
 
To book or find out more please contact Rhian (email: 
morganrr1@cardiff.ac.uk phone: 02920745351) or 
walesgenepark@cardiff.ac.uk  

Cardiff Cancer Research Open Day: 24th October 2015 
 
Find out more about the life-saving 
cancer research happening in Cardiff 
at the Cancer Research Open day. 
Meet our scientists, doctors and nurses 
and discover how researchers in 
Cardiff are working together to 
discover and pioneer new cancer 
treatments. 
 
Suitable for all the family, learn more 
about our research through short 
talks, fun games,  interactive 
demonstrations and behind the scenes 
lab tours. For more information and to 
register, visit bit.ly/CardCan 
 

The Wales Gene Park will have an interactive Discovering DNA 
stand at the event! Hands-on activities will include a DNA block 
model, making a DNA helix, and deciphering a DNA code to 
produce a take-home DNA bracelet. Visitors can also find out how 
much they know about DNA and genetics with our Who Wants to 
be a Millionaire? quiz, and have a go at being a DNA super-sleuth 
by playing the Whodunnit? crime-solving game by matching a 
suspect’s DNA code to find the criminal. Come and see us! 

Save the date!  
Science in Health Live! 9th & 10th March 2016  

Don’t miss 2016 Science in Health Live! This popular, interactive 

event includes lab tours, demonstrations, performances and 

quizzes and is a great opportunity for year 12 pupils to find out 

about the latest research and clinical practice taking place at 

Cardiff University’s School of Medicine as part of National Science and 

Engineering week!  Further details will appear on the Cardiff University 

website. 

Teachers attend ‘what's new in genetics?’ event  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In association with Techniquest, in June we held a day-long event 

for teachers to find out about more about the latest advances in 

genetics and genomics, particularly in relation in health and 

medicine. During the morning, talks from researchers and clinicians 

covered subjects such as genetic testing, next generation 

sequencing, the ethics of over-the-counter genetic testing, and 

bioinformatics. The audience also heard a personal account of the 

impact of having a rare condition from someone affected by 

Behçet's disease.  

 

Into Film, who we are teaming up with for the Film Festival in 

November, also came along to give a presentation on how film can 

be used in education.  

 

The afternoon’s focus group discussed the coming year's genetics 

programme provided by the Wales Gene Park, to ensure it is 

relevant and required. From the feedback received we will be 

looking to run similar events in the future. Look out for further details 

in  this newsletter! 

 

What the teachers said:  

 

 

 

Good appreciation of 

ethical issues and social 

issues involved in genetic 

testing 

Great to get a very real side to 

genetic illness  

Fab update on how 

genetic testing is 

carried out. Really 

beneficial. 

Useful to get a greater insight into sequencing 

techniques  
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